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ABSTRACT
The global development architecture is undergoing rapid
changes. The year 2015 saw a series of major international
events which began reshaping the policy agenda for
the years to come. China, India and a number of other
countries from the developing world have increased their
presence in the global economy during the last decade.
But many if not most developing countries have not
mimicked this performance.
This lecture will draw on the role of the Commonwealth
within this emergent global architecture and present some
of the resultant economic development trends. These
include the nature of trade between Commonwealth
countries and trade financing options, the pursuit of an
ocean economy as an alternative for countries whose
land mass relative to ocean space is small, and resilience
building and climate finance particularly for small and
vulnerable states. The lecture will also discuss some of
the opportunities and challenges for the Commonwealth
which is home to one-third of the global population
spread across 53 member states, 31 of whom are small
states.
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(University of West Indies, Trinidad and Tobago) and Law
(London University, UK); and a post-graduate diploma
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